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1 Introduction

1.1 The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 has introduced major changes to
the way the planning policy system operates. The old system of Structure Plans, Local
Plans and Supplementary PlanningGuidance is replaced with a new system of Regional
Spatial Strategies and Local Development Frameworks (LDFs).

1.2 South Hams District Council welcomes the new system and has already adopted the
first parts of its new planning framework for the area – including the South Hams LDF
Core Strategy, Affordable Housing Development Plan Document (DPD) and the
Sherford New Community Area Action Plan. The South Hams LDF is a portfolio of
documents, with more scope for community involvement and a positive approach to
sustainable development.

1.3 The Development Policies DPD supports the Core Strategy spatial strategy and
strategic policies, and the DPD will cover a period up to 2016.

1.4 This DPD accompanied by a Sustainability Appraisal, Habitats Regulation Assessment
and Statement of Consultation.

1.5 The LDF includes a web based interactive Proposals Map which contains all the policy
designations and will be continually updated as more DPDs become adopted. The
Proposals Map can be viewed on the Council’s website at www.southhams.gov.uk
or viewed at the Council's offices (Follaton House, Totnes).

All our publications are available in alternative formats, such as large print or a
language other than English. Please contact us on 01803 861234 or email
forward.planning@southhams.gov.uk
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2 Policy context for the Development Policies DPD

2.1 The development policies deliver on the four key themes of the South Hams Strategic
Partnership’s Sustainable Community Strategy 2007-2011:

Sustainable Development;
Competitive Local Economy;
Community Vibrancy; and
Quality Environment.

2.2 The Sustainable Community Strategy also sets two cross-cutting themes, Social
Inclusion and Climate Change, which are integrated into the development policies,
where appropriate.

The Vision for South Hams

2.3 The LDF Core Strategy establishes the overall vision for the South Hams LDF. The
first five aims of the vision are equally applicable to the Development Policies and
therefore form the vision for this document. They are as follows:

Meeting communities’ needs locally;
Securing sustainable development;
Promoting the regeneration of market towns and villages and rural diversification;
Prioritising developments for affordable homes and new jobs; and
Protecting and enhancing the area’s precious environmental heritage.

2.4 In the South Hams this means creating sustainable communities which balance and
integrate the social, economic and environmental aspects of their community in a
holistic manner and having regard to aims identified in the Core Strategy. To deliver
the vision and sustainable development in the South Hams 23 strategic objectives
have been set for the LDF. These cover housing, economy, transport and accessibility
and environment and are set out in detail in the Core Strategy. The relationship
between the strategic objectives and the monitoring framework for the Development
Policies DPD is set out in Appendix 8.

National Policy

2.5 At a national level, the Government sets out planning policies and principles in Planning
Policy Guidance (PPGs), which are currently being rewritten and replaced by Planning
Policy Statements (PPSs). The list of PPGs and PPSs is set out in Appendix 1 (these
are available on the Communities and Local Government (CLG) website at
www.communities.gov.uk).

2.6 Planning Policy Statement 1 (PPS 1) Delivering Sustainable Development (February
2005) sets the context of sustainability in the planning system.
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2.7 National guidance and policy, including relevant annexes, are material planning
considerations and will be used to determine decisions on individual planning
applications in the South Hams.

Regional Policy

2.8 All development proposals will be subject to the regional planning policy set out in
Regional Planning Guidance (RPG) 10. RPG10 will be superseded by the SouthWest
Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) 2006-2026. The RSS is at the Proposed Changes
stage.

2.9 The most relevant RSS policies, to each policy in the Development Policies DPD, are
listed within the supporting text. A comprehensive list of all the key RSS policies is
provided in Appendix 1.

Local Policies

2.10 The Core Strategy, the overarching strategic document of the South Hams LDF, sets
out the key elements of the planning framework for the district (apart from the area
that lies within the Dartmoor National Park, which will be covered by the Dartmoor
LDF).

2.11 The Development Policies DPD is an integral document in the South Hams LDF
portfolio and builds on the strategic content of the Core Strategy. It provides more
detailed policy advice on the key issues and development pressures facing the South
Hams, and relating to the applications received. It is intended that when the Core
Strategy is reviewed, the key development policies will be included within it.

2.12 All the policies in this document, and the rest of the LDF, are interdependent of one
another and must be read alongside each other, particularly the policies of the Core
Strategy and Affordable Housing DPD, the Proposals Map and the forthcoming Site
Allocations DPDs. The Development Policies replace those contained in the 1996
South Hams Local Plan Part 1: General Policies, as set out in the table at Appendix
10.

2.13 Planning applications will need to take other plans and strategies into account, which
provide the detail and local framework relating to local policies. For example, these
plans and strategies include the Sustainable Community Strategy, Housing and
Prosperity Strategies, Local Transport Plan, Public Space Strategy and the South
Devon and Tamar Valley AONB Management Plans.

2.14 In summary, the policies set out in the next chapter form part of the Development Plan
for the South Hams, along with the Devon Structure Plan / Regional Spatial Strategy
and other Local Development Framework policies, including the Core Strategy,
Affordable Housing DPD, and forthcoming Site Allocations DPDs. The Development
Plan, along with national policy and guidance documents, will be used tomake decisions
on planning applications in the South Hams.
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