
Shortlist for Citizens Panel Survey

Rank: Proposal details: Submitted by: Number of votes:

Community Asset Transfer: changes to 
legislation to create Community Right to 
Buy (like Scotland) and Local Authorities 
to be given the right and obligation to 
transfer the land at less than market 
value, with state funding improved for the 
process

Louis Victory, Totnes Strategy Group

Government to look at more mechanisms 
for asset transfer of council owned land to 
community organisations, for enabling 
facilities that support local economy and 
service provision.

Alan Stapleton, South Hams 
Sustainability Group

Govt funded incentive for landowners to 
sell land for community purposes without 
financial loss.

Ro Hughes, Ermington Parish 
Council

Intervention and first refusal to community 
groups, so as to acquire premises and 
land for community use rather than it 
always going to the highest bidder.

Jamie Evans, Devon County Council

Community Asset Transfer Proposal Noni Mackenzie, Transition town 
Totnes

Community Asset Transfer Proposal No name supplied
Government to enable land 
purchase/asset transfer by community 
groups.

No name supplied

Government to introduce a new policy: 
'Private Initiative Affordable Housing' 
which allows affordable housing to be 
built by private individuals and non-profit 
collectives for their own use.

Peter Smith, South Devon Green 
Party

Government support with funding to help 
housing co-ops and self build schemes 
(affordable) develop sustainable homes.

Chris Bird, Transition Town Totnes- 
Building and Housing Group

3

Government to change the legislation 
requiring Environmental Impact 
Assessments to be carried out on all new 
developments with the requirement to 
conduct 'integrated impact assessments'.  
These would require multi-agency 
working together to address sustainability 
priorities to assess the impact of the 
strategy/development on the health and 
well-being of the community.  The 
process includes, for example, looking at 
the quality of the buildings proposed, 
transport and infrastructure, access to the 
natural environment.  Also Govt to 
provide resources to support this 
process.

Janet Richardson, Totnes 
Development Trust

25

Provision for safe walking and cycling in 
towns and villages- better cycle lanes that 
link up and more off road walkways.

Jacqi Hodgson, Transition Town 
Totnes

Direct Govt. funding to deliver a 
comprehensive dedicated network of 
cycle routes to dramatically increase 
cycling and reduce fossil fuel dependence

Lydia Somerville, Totnes Strategy 
Group

Safe cycle routes No name supplied

1 83

224

2 36



Shortlist for Citizens Panel Survey

Rank: Proposal details: Submitted by: Number of votes:

Council tax on second homes is retained 
by the Billing Authority for reinvestment in 
local affordable housing needs.

SHDC Officers, plus many others (no 
specific names mentioned)

Billing authority for council tax retaining 
and reinvesting additional 40% from 2nd 
homes to re-invest in local housing 
needs.

SHDC Officers

Extra money to be raised from second 
homes- where that money is raised that it 
stays with that local authority.

No name supplied

Grants to be provided for renewable 
energy installations/kits for businesses.

Geri Laithwaite, West Den

Drop the VAT on retro-fitting older 
properties- re insulation/energy efficiency.

Cllr Anne Ward, SHDC

6

That local authorities be given the power 
to apply rate relief to businesses that earn 
50% of their turnover from selling local 
foods or goods and that this be fully 
funded by central Government.

SHDC Officers

20

7

Relocalise local energy supply through 
private wire systems so that local 
sustainable energy schemes can supply 
energy to local communities- resulting in 
security of supply and cheaper energy for 
local people.

Cllr Anne Ward, SHDC

18

8

Govt to ensure that volunteer centres and 
CVS's are fully funded to encourage 
volunteer activities in communities.

Dani de Beaumont, Barnardo's

17

Sustain a national Post Office network 
(12,000 outlets) by reintroducing lost 
products and services and establishing a 
national PostBank (aka GIRO)

SHDC Officers

Halting the decline of Post Offices, vital to 
sustaining local economies in rural areas.

Cllr Paul Coulson, SHDC 

10

Protection and adaptation of green space 
to climate change- more support for 
maintaining ecological services that all 
green spaces provide

Alan Stapleton, South Hams 
Sustainability Group

16

Energy from food/organic waste through 
anaerobic digestion with energy for public 
transport- the Government to give 
additional structure and financial 
incentives to this scheme.

Jon Rae, Dartington Hall Trust

Energy from waste anaerobic digestion, 
plant organic food waste (including trade 
waste), that the Government provide 
additional incentive

No name supplied
1111

215

179

206



Top voted Proposals
Competitive Local Economy
Proposal details: Submitted by: Number of votes:
That local authorities be given the power 
to apply rate relief to businesses that earn 
50% of their turnover from selling local 
foods or goods and that this be fully 
funded by central Government.

SHDC Officers

20

Sustain a national Post Office network 
(12,000 outlets) by reintroducing lost 
products and services and establishing a 
national PostBank (aka GIRO)

SHDC Officers

Halting the decline of Post Offices, vital to 
sustaining local economies in rural areas.

Cllr Paul Coulson, SHDC 

Widen the scope and amount of business 
rate relief that is fully funded by central 
Government.

Cllr Bill Hitchens, SHDC
8

A sensitive shift towards an economically 
aware approach to planning applications.

John Reynolds, Ringmore Parish Council
7

Tax second home owners/holiday homes 
150% council tax/business rates and pay 
this surplus back into the local area for the 
business economy and local well-being.

Gilly Claydon, Stokenham/Salcombe 
Parish Council

6

Enabling and supporting local supply 
chains, local procurement and distribution 
policies and networks at all levels of local 
authorities- enabling local initiatives.

Liz Davey, AONB

Empower local authorities to buy local and 
cut food miles, through local procurement 
policies.

Cllr Robert Vint, on behalf of Totnes 
Chamber of Commerce

Taking local business rates as just that, 
100% of Business Rates paid should be 
used to finance local issues, not to 
subsidise central Government.

Martin Healing, Devon Pound

100% of Business Rates to come back to 
Local Authorities, for local investment in 
income-generating activity.

Andrew Shadrake, Dartmoor Circle Ltd.

17

6

6



Quality Environment 
Proposal details: Submitted by: Number of votes:
Government to change the legislation requiring 
Environmental Impact Assessments to be 
carried out on all new developments with the 
requirement to conduct 'integrated impact 
assessments'.  These would require multi-
agency working together to address 
sustainability priorities to assess the impact of 
the strategy/development on the health and 
well-being of the community.  The process 
includes, for example, looking at the quality of 
the buildings proposed, transport and 
infrastructure, access to the natural 
environment.  Also Govt to provide resources 
to support this process.

Janet Richardson, Totnes Development 
Trust

25

Grants to be provided for renewable energy 
installations/kits for businesses.

Geri Laithwaite, West Den

Drop the VAT on retro-fitting older properties- 
re insulation/energy efficiency.

Cllr Anne Ward, SHDC

Relocalise local energy supply through private 
wire systems so that local sustainable energy 
schemes can supply energy to local 
communities- resulting in security of supply and 
cheaper energy for local people.

Cllr Anne Ward, SHDC

18

Protection and adaptation of green space to 
climate change- more support for maintaining 
ecological services that all green spaces 
provide

Alan Stapleton, South Hams 
Sustainability Group

16

Energy from food/organic waste through 
anaerobic digestion with energy for public 
transport- the Government to give additional 
structure and financial incentives to this 
scheme.

Jon Rae, Dartington Hall Trust

Energy from waste anaerobic digestion, plant 
organic food waste (including trade waste), that 
the Government provide additional incentive

No name supplied

Use of non recyclable materials should be 
discouraged- every type of packaging should 
be recyclable.

Andrew Shadrake, Dartmoor Circle Ltd

The Government to introduce disincentive on 
supermarkets to use non-recyclable 
packaging/plastic to wrap vegetables e.g. to 
introduce a levy on plastic packaging, imposed 
at supplier level.

Andrew Shadrake, Dartmoor Circle Ltd

Credit Unions- government finance and support 
to support development of community finance, 
community banking, loans to local businesses 
etc. 

No name supplied

7

Green infrastructure in all new developments, 
particularly driven through public buildings- 
wildlife corridors, requirement for green space, 
tree planting, allotments- don't just assume 
public space should be paved over.

Jamie Evans, Devon County Council

6

11

20

9



Community Vibrancy

Proposal details: Submitted by: Number of votes:

Provision for safe walking and cycling in 
towns and villages- better cycle lanes 
that link up and more off road walkways.

Jacqi Hodgson, Transition Town 
Totnes

Direct Govt. funding to deliver a 
comprehensive dedicated network of 
cycle routes to dramatically increase 
cycling and reduce fossil fuel 
dependence

Lydia Somerville, Totnes Strategy 
Group

Safe cycle routes No name supplied
Government to look at more mechanisms 
for asset transfer of council owned land 
to community organisations, for enabling 
facilities that support local economy and 
service provision.

Alan Stapleton, South Hams 
Sustainability Group

19

Govt to ensure that volunteer centres and 
CVS's are fully funded to encourage 
volunteer activities in communities.

Dani de Beaumont, Barnardo's

17

Community Halls- can be used for all in 
rural areas- the heart- important for 
future social and environmental change- 
Much greater government help for local 
community facilities, e.g. 
improving/refurbishing village halls, 
parks, play areas- especially in rural 
areas where people don't have easy 
access to 'big facilities' like theatres, 
leisure centres etc.  for example more 
priority in lottery funding.

Amanda Pellatt, Community Artist 
and Cllr Colin Jones, SHDC

9

Consultation with all community groups 
and representation.

No name supplied
8

Abolish RDA's, and introduce more 
integrated funding and ensure a strategic 
overview, which includes statutory 
community and Parish and Town Council 
involvement, consultation and action.

Tom Holway, Ugborough Parish 
Council and Tony Whitty, Totnes 
Town Council.

8

Community Land Trusts- government to 
help with purchase of land.

Pat Sykes, Totnes Strategy Group
8

Government to introduce and fund free 
concessionary bus passes for under 19's 
for within the relative County.

Cllr Judy Westacott, SHDC
8

Creating responsibility- access to 
services, outreach (effectiveness) 
isolation rural.

Chaz Singh, Fata He
7

Creating edible landscapes, edible parks, 
community orchards, making it easier to 
change land use for community use.  

Tess Wilmot, PL21 

7

22



Affordable homes 
Proposal details: Submitted by:

Number of votes:

Community Asset Transfer: changes to 
legislation to create Community Right to 
Buy (like Scotland) and Local Authorities 
to be given the right and obligation to 
transfer the land at less than market 
value, with state funding improved for the 
process

Louis Victory, Totnes Strategy Group

Government to look at more mechanisms 
for asset transfer of council owned land 
to community organisations, for enabling 
facilities that support local economy and 
service provision.

Alan Stapleton, South Hams 
Sustainability Group

Intervention and first refusal to 
community groups, so as to acquire 
premises and land for community use 
rather than it always going to the highest 
bidder.

Jamie Evans, Devon County Council

Community Asset Transfer Proposal Noni Mackenzie, Transition town 
Totnes

Community Asset Transfer Proposal No name supplied
Government to enable land 
purchase/asset transfer by community 
groups.

No name supplied

Govt funded incentive for landowners to 
sell land for community purposes without 
financial loss.

Ro Hughes, Ermington Parish 
Council

Government to introduce a new policy: 
'Private Initiative Affordable Housing' 
which allows affordable housing to be 
built by private individuals and non-profit 
collectives for their own use.

Peter Smith, South Devon Green 
Party

Government support with funding to help 
housing co-ops and self build schemes 
(affordable) develop sustainable homes.

Chris Bird, Transition Town Totnes- 
Building and Housing Group

Council tax on second homes is retained 
by the Billing Authority for reinvestment in 
local affordable housing needs.

SHDC Officers, plus many others (no 
specific names mentioned)

Billing authority for council tax retaining 
and reinvesting additional 40% from 2nd 
homes to re-invest in local housing 
needs.

SHDC Officers

Extra money to be raised from second 
homes- where that money is raised that it 
stays with that local authority.

No name supplied

Relax planning regulations to allow 
quicker decisions for the release of land 
to Housing Associations for affordable 
housing.

Hilary Bastone, SHDC

9

21

83

36



Affordable homes 
Proposal details: Submitted by:

Number of votes:

Second homes should be liable for over 
100% council tax- to go back to a fund 
for affordable housing- 2nd homes are a 
key part of the problem.

Dawn Trower, Ivybridge Town 
Council

To charge second home owners 100% 
council tax.

J. Binns, Kingsbridge Town Council

Local Parish Councils to have more of a 
say on developments- more family 
properties.

Michelle Smith, Dartington Housing 
Association

Development of planning rules/legislation 
down to Parish Council level.

T. J. Bird, Blackawton Parish Council
7

7


